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FOR HOLBROOKE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
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SUBJECT: DISPUTED SOUTH PACIFIC ISLANDS 

1 . IF SUBJECT OF DISPUTED ISLANDS ARISES DURING YOUR 
LONDON TALKS, YOU MAY INFORMALLY APPRISE BRITISH OF OUR 
THINKING ON DISPOSITION OF CLAIMS, I.E., THAT THE UK 
RECOGNIZE US SOVEREIGNTY OVER CANTON, ENDERBURY AND HULL 
ISLANDS IN EXCHANGE FOR US RENUNCIATION OF CLAIMS TO 15 
DISPUTED ISLANDS OF THE PHOENIX, LINE, AND TUVALU GROUPS. 

DETAILS OF THIS POSITION ARE IN YOUR BRIEFING MATERIALS. 

2. AS TO TIMING OF FORMAL TALKS ON THIS MATTER, SUGGEST 
YOU TELL BRITISH THAT WE ARE WRAPPING UP PROCEDURAL 
REQUIREMENTS FOR SUCH NEGOTIATIONS AND SHOULD BE IN A 
POSITION TO OPEN THEM SHORTLY. VANCE 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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